
Our 13th Annual men’s pro-am will 
run Saturday February 27. 12 amateurs 
man up to play with/against 12 pros in a 
round robin format with the top 2 teams 
playing off for the championship; prize 
money for the pros and trophy/brag-
ging rights for the amateurs.  A marquee 
event, this is a fun filled evening, festive, 
competitive and social. Perfect for the 
3.5-4.0 player. Cost is $40 and limited 
to the 1st 10 entries, Dan & Curt having 
already secured the other two spots. 
Sign-up is at the desk.

We have recently begun our 2nd (win-
ter) ladder session. We currently have 14 
members and can handle up to 20. The 
ladder is flexible and one may join any-
time. Matches are played bi-weekly and 
a ladder order is kept. Congratulations 
to Ryan Davis, our fall session winner. 
Ryan receives a trophy for his efforts, 
and a bulls eye on his back!

Mens LadderSambursky/Fenkl Pro-Am
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STROKE CLINICS:
Friday 12- 1 pm

MEN’S ROUND ROBIN
Tuesday 1-2:30 pm , Friday 1-2:30 pm

The Australian Open starts off 
the Grand Slam tennis season 
in grand fashion, the gateway 
to a well-polished and crafted 
pro tennis circuit that consists 
of truly professional athletes of 
extraordinary talent. After years 
of experimentation, the tennis 
calendar now consists of a one 
month off season, difficult to 
accomplish for a global sport 
in high demand. The Australian 
Open captures the eye of all 
tennis fans that have patiently 
waited for the season’s start, and 
players; well rested and with a 
few tune-up events leading up, 

come ready! There are always 
fresh faces that emerge at the 
Aussie Open, as well as a few 
well-seasoned pros whose hard 
work and dedication in the “off 
season” brings better results. A 
list of who to watch is created, 
and we begin to ponder this 
year’s success stories.  All in all 
everyone is excited for this tour-
nament’s arrival.  

The level of tennis never ceases 
to impress. The game continues 
to evolve as players get stron-
ger, faster and more skilled. The 
ball travels across the net at 
warp speed these days. And yes 
the new outfits, racquets  etc…
yea yea. 

I believe pros are in agreement 
that the Australian Open is the 
friendliest and most accom-
modating Grand Slam, and is 
carefully referred to as the “best 
Grand Slam”. Maybe not their 
favorite or most important, but 
certainly the players love this 
tournament and would do any-

thing to start off the year with a 
Grand Slam title under their belt. 
This goes for fans as well. Any-
one I have talked to says their 
experience at the Aussie Open 
is simply the best. For the time 
being, I’ll live vicariously through 
their eyes, and immensely enjoy 
the event on TV albeit at hours 
better suited for a screech owl.  

Not to be unappreciative, but I 
for one am glad the tournament 
has come to a conclusion. I can 
finally get back to some form 
of normal sleep pattern, and 
get some much needed Z’s. It 
may be summer down under, 
but cabin fever is just begin-
ning here. But let me thank the 
Australian Open for waking me 
up from my winter slumber, and 
providing all of us with fantastic 
tennis in a fantastic venue in a 
fun loving country that lets us 
know summer does exist and 
will arrive here at some point, 
and letting us rejoice in the be-
ginning of a new tennis season.
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JUnIORs
We recently ran a Level 1USTA/Eastern tournament for juniors. While we had no 
local winners, it was good to see some of our juniors compete and experience 
that next level of competition. 

We had another successful USTA Play Day Monday January 18. 10 juniors gath-
ered for drills, games, competition and pizza, and to see Ryan Cummings live 
on court! Play Days are a great way to supplement your child’s tennis, introduce 
them to team competition and a great segue to the next step of playing match-
es. Our next Play Day is Monday February 15 12-2pm. Cost is $20 and sign up at 
the desk or call 722-3491.

Our Junior Team Tennis league is winding down, with two match rounds re-
maining. We have a very close race with 3 teams within 6 points of each other. 
Windsor Warriors 233, Colleen Conquerors 228 & Vestal Vultures 227. With Vestal 
playing the top two teams their final two matches, the race to the finish line will 
be an exciting one. 

We continue to offer red/orange ball matches for our 12 & under juniors Friday 
4-5 pm, supervised by Colleen Hanzes. We feel this organized play opportunity 
is the missing link for our developing juniors, and the one piece of programming 
we don’t have in place yet that downstate does! We need juniors so parents 
please help us make this a success and get your kids playing! 

Spring session of JCTP begins the week of Feb 26-28.

Binghamton University Bearcats

The mens team was victorious in their “home” de-
but this past Saturday defeating visiting Bucknell 
7-0. A very solid performance by our Bearcats, was 
great to see the bleachers filled and several of our 
juniors in attendance. Head Coach Nick Zieziula, 
never one to get too excited says “These next two 
weeks will be a measuring stick to see where this 
year’s squad is really at”.  

Next up is sort of 
a double header 
on Sunday 
February 28. 
The women 
play conference 
foe Hartford 
8 am while 
the men play 
Niagara 6 pm. 

The Cash for the Stache benefit took place this 
past Saturday at Knights of Columbus. The event 
was a great success with close to 400 people at-
tending and $25,000 was raised 
for Dickey, who received his 
lung transplant two weeks ago.  
Thank you everyone.

Our LED lights in the lounge/locker rooms looks 
great, and the outdoor LED have that space age 
quality. We will continue to upgrade Ace Bar by 
wrapping the tile around to the customer side, 
replace the countertop and bar stools. If this is a 
race, we are the tortoise.

Giblin Benefit Bearcat Tennis

Renovation Update

Finalists from out 
Level 1A Jr tny
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